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MITCHELL: WORLD MUST ADDRESS FAILURE IN 
SOMALIA  
More must be done to tackle the underlying causes of instability in Somalia if years of 
devastating decline are to be reversed, Andrew Mitchell warned today on a visit to two 
separate parts of the country: Gedo and Puntland. 
 
Mr Mitchell said efforts aimed at gripping the issue had failed over the last two decades and a 
new, stronger international approach must be agreed at a high-level conference in London 
next month if the world is to tackle both the root causes and effects of the problems the 
country faces. 
 
Britain will increase its own aid efforts focused on the underlying issues affecting the region 
over the next three years as part of its ongoing aid programme, including more police training, 
a tougher judicial system and jobs for young men. 
 
Aid projects focused on resolving local conflicts and strengthening the police are expected to 
double next year with more done to make district authorities more accountable and able to 
deliver basic services. 
  
Alongside this, support for job creation and economic development will also double, creating 
45,000 jobs across Somalia by 2015. Unemployment and extreme poverty are believed to play 
a key part in young men turning to piracy, crime and extremism. 
 
During his visit to Puntland Mr Mitchell announced new British support for health services, 
which will benefit over 100,000 women and children, and for weapons management that will 
see more weapons taken off the streets by enabling police stations to store them securely. 
  
The International Development Secretary also met with police trainers, local leaders and 
market traders and health workers, to hear about conditions on the ground and see how 
targeted aid can improve stability in more secure areas. Britain hopes that building on 
progress in Mogadishu and the more peaceful areas could help stability across the whole 
country.  
 
Britain’s aid work is part of a wider international push to address Somalia’s long-standing 
decline, with representatives from over 40 countries and agencies scheduled to meet in 
London next month to discuss issues such as the ongoing famine, piracy and terrorism. 
  
Many thousands of Somalis have been devastated by famine and not enough is being 
invested in Somalia’s future. Somalia’s inability to cope with and recover from the recent 
drought is considered a key symptom of a failed state.  
 



During a visit to Gedo, Mr Mitchell warned that millions of Somalis remain in need and 
hundreds of thousands risk being dragged back into famine during the coming year if aid flows 
don’t continue or if there is another shock. 
 
The International Development Secretary announced a new aid package for Somalia for 2012, 
supplying food, medicine and farming support to over one million people. 
 
Current UN estimates show that the regions that only recently came out of famine, Bay, 
Bakool and Lower Shabelle, remain on a knife-edge and could slip back this year. 
 
International Development Secretary, Andrew Mitchell, said: 
 
"The recent famine has devastated much of south Somalia, with hundreds of thousands still 
struggling to recover and many more stuck in camps across the region. Britain helped people 
through the toughest times last year and we will continue do so in the year ahead, providing 
food, medicine or seeds to more than one million people.  
 
“The famine was caused by a terrible drought, high food prices and insecurity - conditions 
made much worse by the fact Somalia is a failed state. Famine, piracy, terrorism – these are 
all symptoms of years of breakdown.  
 
“It is crucial that we tackle head on the underlying causes of these problems. That is why 
Britain is spearheading a new international effort but we need others to play their part. 
 
“We want to secure a new, stronger international approach in London next month, to break this 
cycle of decline and offer ordinary Somalis hope of a better future.” 
 
Notes to editors: 
 

 Mr Mitchell visited Doolow, in Gedo, southern Somalia on Saturday 28 January and 
saw how UK aid is supporting people affected by drought. On Monday 30 January he 
visited Garowe, in Puntland, to see how UK aid is helping to build towards a more 
secure Somalia.  

 Britain will supply a further £55m in humanitarian aid in 2012, including food, water, 
medicine and agriculture support. The funding, through trusted UN and international 
non-governmental partners, will ensure that 100,000: acutely malnourished children 
and women are treated; 100,000 people are reached with food assistance for three 
months; 1 million people are given access to clean water or health care; 100,000 
people benefit from seeds and fertilisers or cash for work. 

 £20m will be targeted at improving health care services for women and children across 
Somalia, which will be ready to address health and nutrition problems at times of crisis. 

 Mr. Mitchell also announced new UK funding for the Mines Advisory Group, whose 
work demolishing dangerous explosives and ammunition from past conflicts he 
observed whilst in Garowe.  

 The Somalia conference will take place at Lancaster House on 23rd February 2012. 
The Prime Minister is inviting senior representatives from over 40 countries and 
international organisations. The conference aims to agree a series of practical 
measures to support Somalia in seven areas: Security, Political Process, Counter-
Terrorism, Piracy, Local Stability, Humanitarian and International Co-ordination. 

 DFID’s aid programme aims to promote longer-term stability, and to directly improve 
the lives of poor Somalis. The programme has four pillars: a) governance and peace- 
building; b) wealth and job creation; c) health care, particularly for women and children, 
and d) humanitarian assistance. By working in these areas, we aim both to address the 



humanitarian effects of the conflict and to consolidate local areas of stability by helping 
local communities to take control of their own affairs, creating jobs, and improving 
access to women’s and children’s health and reproductive care. We will also promote 
government that is more broadly accepted, by helping the Somali authorities at all 
levels to be credible alternatives to militias, building on widely accepted local 
government structures and ways of resolving disputes.  

 We initially plan to spend an average of £69 million per year in Somalia until 2015; last 
year we more than doubled our initial allocation to respond to the urgent humanitarian 
needs.  

 British aid is reaching people across the region with more than 2.4 million people 
receiving food and 1.3 million vaccinated against measles. In Somalia, more than 
400,000 doses of anti-malaria medication will be supplied.  

 Despite thousands of tonnes of aid reaching displaced Somalis and those living in 
camps, such as Dolo Ado and Dadaab, 250,000 people – many of them children – 
remain in immediate danger.  

 More than 250,000 people fled the crisis last year across borders to Kenya and 
Ethiopia, bringing the total number of Somali refugees in the region to nearly 1 million. 
The UN estimates that some 1.35 million people are also displaced from their homes 
within Somalia. The UK estimates that between April and August 2011, between 50,000 
and 100,000 Somalis – half of them children – died as a result of the food crisis.  

 The UN has appealed for $1.5 billion in international aid funding to help people facing 
severe hunger in Somalia in 2012.  
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